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are false, but then they spoil the mind for seeing the
truth, and they are very dangerous, because the
believer may discover his error, and a perplexity of
intellect, a hesitation in action, and an inconsistency
in character are the sure consequences of an entire
collapse in pervading and passionate conviction.1*
The plain implication of this essay is that men
should feel passionately and vitally beliefs which
they have formed with infinite coolness and caution.
Of abstract, metaphysical principles, especially
when they were basic and sweeping, he disliked
to speak, and therefore it is difficult to determine his
ultimate logical position, but the key is probably to
be found in Kant, of whom in his youth he was an
earnest student.17 Bagehot seems to have held the
view which I have already explained, that there
are two distinct spheres of experience and, corres-
pondingly, two methods of arriving at belief. In
the material sphere one arrives at belief from the
evidence of the senses and the operation of reason;
in the spiritual sphere, from the operation of reason
and the intimations of the conscience. Neither
mode of thought can legitimately intrude upon the
proper field of the other. " Free, unprejudiced
investigation of the facts and laws of the phenomenal
world can never touch the foundations of faith.
Natural science can lead to the knowledge only of
the realm of the law of things. It cannot give us
the inner moral sense of those things."18 Likewise,
theology cannot pronounce upon such matters as
the origin of the world and the evolution of species.
Indeed, without ever throwing theology or dogma
overboard, Bagehot seems to have receded during
the course of his career from a typical high Anglican